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Poc TRINAL. 


[ Preutwe Utea Magazine.) - 
SERVICE OF GOD. 
NO. 3. 

Having in my last ascertained the réa- 
son wh are bound to serve God, Tan 
yepared in this to answer the questi dn, 
what service We can reader hun ? 
ryice commonly implies aid or assist- 
ance, in this sense we can render none to 
(jod, and the term is thus misapplied.—- 
Gur actions cannot reach him. We can 
neither augment or dimiaish his. felicity, 
But God desigas the happiness of mankind ; 
all the dispensations ot his provtdence or 
space, are divected to this end, As far as 
we propose the same object to ourselves, 
os far as our labors tead to produce this 
gbject, so far we are engaged in the same 
work with God, and mezy be said to assist 
hin. Ju this sense serving Ged 1s serving 
wan, God being independent of all his 
creatures can be supposed to labor only 
jortheir gvod = Ifence I can perceive no 
her service we can render him, than to 
jom in the same benevolent work, and en- 
deavor to render ourselves and those with 
yhom We are associated happy. 

What shall we do? Ask experience what 
ourse of conduet has been found most 
uccessful ? ask nature what is the law of 
w' telicity, and ascertain it by studying 
ania kis individual and social capacity. 
‘Nan may be considered as a sensual or 
i intellectual being ; in either he has 
ights that must not be vielated. Asa sen- 
val being his enjoyment consists in the 
vattication of his senses, his appetites, or 
us natural propensities, Some of them 
ibe found absolutely necessary to the 
servation of the individual, or the prop- 
tion of the species, These are by no 
vans to be suppressed ; nature always 

‘the truth ; there is uo danger in fol- 
wing her directions ; and we should ev- 
‘regard as enemies to the best good of 

vitty, those who allow too great of im- 
oper indulgence of the senses, or enforce 

great abstemiousness, All our appe- 
‘, passions, and natural instincts, ate 
“cessary to our .existence and felicity 

wn regulated by temperance. 

‘4an is formed for society. It is his 
my and the isolated being is as much 
st, a8 the lone sheep astray upon the 
intains. Elence we consider, that those 
our udder a mistake, who in order to 
“suitain the virtue retire from society and 
Huure themselves in monastic solitude. 
“lug social creatures we can assist each 
) We can ada something to each oth- 
> pleasures, and all our powers whether 
b the ony stellectual, should be directed 
leis ripe of the sum of gencral 

bir hatever course of conduct is 
und by experience or observation, to be 
“Age ‘ictve to the enjoyment of all the 

2 © possess as individuals or as mem- 
“4 me Society, is to be pursued, whatever 
_ .. Opposite tendency to be rejected. 
me Sentiments or principles to be 
pm Will have this happyfying effect, 
te calculated to make us seck the hap- 

*t each other, we may suppose 
” Rhee, has an opposite effect, we 

1. 88 pernicious. We may now 
vit ae What sentiments if believ- 
nuently “~ “on mark Virtuous, and cons 
i inane ,- appy ? This is an impor- 
nsiderabj: or the actions of men bear 
WES relation to the opinions they 
n relbeten ane contracted sentiments 
ic celia ae ae _practice, for 
an netion hes the established laws of 
© greater 1 Beye: a person who believes 
b(t, Priel, 5 mankind are enemies 

Ts g the severest punishment, 
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: nT ) . Sa . . 

attic e a universal philanthropist, or 
tT . . . 

* salle the principle of universal be- 


(require = will think his duty does 
qwently | um to study their good, con- 
“ae ni te will refuse to extend his good 

® them; the better we think of 


nk} 1 
al ruiee ob More shall we love them, and 
psi Se. we love them, the more shall we 
€ adjoit” _ ‘© make them h . H i 
pd ad a appy. ence it has 
‘° ‘ind vs been t} . 
eon men ay tat public benefactors have 
yosert ot be enlarged and liberal minds, 
7 RVA* Res, noe und by narrow and partial 
Ma: ‘compelled by them to consider 





town or village, and obliged to support the | 


world of mankind. 


scyetion of the publisher, until | 


| sirvey from our own hearts, on the same 


| feelings. 


est defenders, 
| the evidences of Chiistianity,” there is a 
chapter upon the morality of the Gospel, 
in which there is the following passage: 
is, there are two opposite de- 


interests of a particular party, but men 
whose sentiments are free and indepen- | 
dent ; and whose benevolent feelings grasp | 
in the arms of their affection the whole |“ The truth 
So if we would con-| 
tribute to the happiness of our brethren, or | kind may generally be classed. The one 
if we wish to lay the foundation for the | possesses vigor, firmmess, resolution; is 
broadest sphere of usefulseess, we must daring and active, quick in its sensibili- 
cast our eyes into heaven, mark the love | ties, jealous of its fame, @ager in its at- 
of God, higher than that ; cast our won- | tachinents, inflexible im its purposes, vio- 
dering gazc over'the expanse of pature, {lent rd its resentments, The other meck, 
and find it imited there ; pierce through ; yielding, complying, fergiving, not prompt 
te depths atid find it deeper than the vast | to act, but willing to suffer, silent and gen- 
abyss. We must behold God good unto tle under rudeness and insult, sueing tor 
ali and his tender mercies over all the 


| reconciliation where others would demand 
works of kis hands. We must take this 


jimpudence, conceding and indulgent to 
‘model, and imbibe the same benevolent 
‘Then we shal! attempt to imitate 
/God, and as far as our abilities extend, 
we shall like him, he “ good unto all,” 

| Faith or sentiments to be believed, are 
useless unless they have this effect, and 
those only are to be believed which most 
directly produce it. And none will do it 
except those that include the benevolence 
of God and the dignity of human nature, | his commendation, his precepts, his exam- 
and represent them in so clearsand amia- | ple; and that the former is no part of its 
ble a point of view, that the heart will nat-|composition.” 

,urally love both. Hfence we discover that | Dr, Paley is, in this place, adopting the 
al! those ideas which speak of God’s par- | opinion of Soatne Jennings, whose essay 
tiality, and his enmity to the human race, ; upon the internal evidence of christianity 
#ve calculated to damp our gratitude to 
God or not likely to lead us to love those 
‘whom he has made. We reject all these 
/notions which sink man below his natural 
‘level, or degrade his rank in the seale of 
being, as unfavorable to cur philanthropic 
feelings. 

Yet we must be careful not to be bigot- 
-ed against bigotry, nor illiberal against il- 
\liberality. Ifwe adopt enlarged and man- 
|ly views, we shall be charitable towards 
these who are less enlightened or less lib- 
jeral. We should have a faith so broad, 
that we can bear with all the peculiarities 
j and perhaps inconsistencies of others, and 
| embrace them with the same kindness and 
| esteem, as though their faith was like ours. 
| Faith itself is not considered goodness, 

and is to be regarded only as it is subser- 

vient to a benevolent course of conduct. 
| Should we find a man that discharges the 
several moral obhgations, incumbent on 
)his station in life, the question should 
| never be asked what is his belief? It is 
| no matter what he be* eves; “it cannot 
| be wrong” while his “life is in the right.” forgive them, they know net whut they 
Sut in a word, the belief of a God to whom , do.” é ess 
| we are accountable, of a future state of be the prince of this world and t! 
| virtue and felicity, a belief that we are all God. He spok 


| those it has to deal with 
‘these characters is, and ever hath been, 
\ the fayorite of the world. It is the char- 
‘acter of Great men, There is a dignity 
in it, which universally commands respect. 
The latter is poor spirited, tame and ab- 
‘ject. Yet so it happened with the founder 


iting a correct representation of christian 
principles, 


or example, the tame and abject? 


was that of Lord and Master, 


and acknowledged him. 


the authoritative system. 
it in washing the feet of his diseiples; he 
preserved it, in his auswer tothe high 
priest; he preserved it, in the very agony 


ie Son of 
ke as one having authority, 
destined to the same haven, will in my o- and judges; 
pinion, be favorable to the discharge of OF, to John the Baptist, his precur 
our several moral obligations. | And there is not in the four gospels one 

Puitantnroros, | act nor one word recorded of him, (ex- 
_cepting in his communion with God,) that 


or,— 





RELIG(OUS. 
THE TRUE CHRISTIAN CHARACTER. 


{ Extracted from President J. Q. Adams’ Letters to 


‘authority. 
thew 12th, 29th,) ‘Learn of me, for I 

his Son, writteh while he was Minister Plenipo- —_ meek and lowly of heart, and you shall 

tentiary in Russia.) tind rest to your souls, But where did 

“In my last 1 showed you, from the he ever say, learn of me, for I am tame 
very words of our Saviour, that he com-;and abject. There is certainly nothing 
inanded his disciples to aim at perfection; more strongly marked, in the precept and 
and that this perfection consisted in self example of christianity, than the principle 
subjugation and brotherly love, 
complete conquest of the passions, and in the impulses of others to evil. He taught 
‘the practice of benevolence to our fellow his disciples to renounce every thing that 





creatures, including among them our most is counted enjoyment on earth; to take up| and declaring themselves overcome by 


‘inveterate enemies.’ 


their cross, and suffer all ill treatment, 


totally subduing the passions. 
| times objected, that this theory is not ad- the faithfulness, with which these chosen 
| apted to the infirmities of human nature; Ministers of the Gospel carried these in- 
‘that it is not made for a hurean being so junctions of the Gospel into execution. In 
“constituted as man, that an earthern ves- the conduct and speeches of Stephen and 
sel is not formed to dash against a rock; Peter, of Jolin or of Paul, is there any 
| that in yielding to the impulse of his pas- thing indicating a resemblance to the sec- 
_sions, man only follows the dictates of his ond. class of characters, into which Dr. 
‘nature, and that to subdue them entirely Paley divides all mankind? If there is a 
‘is an effort beyond his power. The weak- character upon historical record, distin- 
ness end frailty of man, it is not possible guished by a bold, intrepid, tenacious and 
_to deny; it is too strongly tested by all hu- inflexible spirit, it is that of St. Paul. It 
man experience, as well as by the whole was to such characters only that the com- 
tenor of the scriptures, but the degree of mission of teaching could be entrusted with 


weakness is to be limited, by the effort to certainty of success. Obserye the expres- 


| overcome it, and not by iudulgence to it. sion of Christ to Peter, (Matthew 10th, 
| Once admit weakness as an argument to :8th.) 
‘forbear exertion, and it results in absolute Peter, (a rock,) and upon this rock I will 
\impotence. Itis also very inconclusive build my Church, and the gates of Hell 
‘reasoning to infer that because perfection shall not prevail against it. 
‘is not absolutely to be attained, it is there- | christian is one of those drivellers, who, 
| fere not to be sought. Human excellence to vse a vulgar adage, can never say no 
consists in the approximation to perfection, to any body. 

and the only means of approaching to any | _ The true christian is the justum ef tena- 
‘term is by endeavoring to obtain the term , em proposift virum (the man, who is just 
itself. With these convictions on the mind ad constant te his purpose.) The com- 
and a sincere honest effort to practise up- | bination of those qualities, so essential to 
on them, and with the aid of a divine bles- | the heroic character, with those of meek- 
sing which is promised to it, the approach- ness, lowliness of heart and brotherly love, 
es to perfection may at least’be so great, | is what constitutes that moral perfeetion, 
as nearly to answer all the ends that ab- | of which Christ gave an example in his 
solute perfection itself could attain. In own life, and to which he commanded his 
order to preserve the dominion ovér our disciples to aspire. Emdeaver, my dear 


} 
' 


own passions, it behoves us to be constant- Son, to discipline your own heart, and to | 


ly and strictly on our guard, against the govern your conduct, by these principles 
influence and infection of the passions of so combined. Be meek, be gentle, be 
others. This caution is all necessary in kindly affectionate to al! mankind, not ex- 
youth. I deem it the more indispensable , cepting your enemies. But never be tamé 
to enjoin it upon you, because as kindness | nor abject; never give way to the pushes 
and benevolence comprise the whole sys- of impudence, or show yourself yielding 
tem of christian duties, there may be and or complying to prejudices, wrongheaded- 
often is great danger of falling into error ness, or intractability, which would lead 


and vice, merely by want of energy to re-' or draw you astray from the dictates of far and wice, and m 
sist the example and enticement of others. your own conscience or sense of right.— 
On this point, the true character of chris- “ Till you die let not your integrity depart 
tian morality appears to have been misun-' from you 


.’ ~ Build your house upon a 


In Dr. Paley’s “ View of! the floods come 


scriptions of characters, under which man- | 


| satisfaction, giving way to the pushes of 


‘the prejudices and the inattractibility of 
The former of 


of christianity, the latter is the subject of 


he very strongly recommends; but I can- | known to use cunning. 
not consider it as an accurate and discern- 
ing delineation of character, or as exhib- of my temper to avoid laughter, and indig- 


The founder of christianity the bigh clergy, against the freedom of the 
‘did indeed pronounce distinct and positive age, and the liberty of the press; as if) 
blessings upon the poor in spirit, (which virtue was inconsistent with good sense, 
is by no means synonymous with the poor- or truth could suffer by knowledge, or re- 
spirited,) and the meek; but in what part | ligion by a tree and thorough examination, 
ot the Gospel did Dr. Paley find him What figure would a grave lawyer make 
counténancing by commendation, precept in W.s/minster Hall, if, after he had been 
The tiring his auditors for two hours together, 
character,which Christ assumed apon earth he should desire the judges not to hear 
It was in the counsel of the other side, lest they 
this character that his diseiples received should perplex the cause, and mislead the 
The obedience court ? 

that he required was unbounded, infinitely = : 
beyond what was ever vlained by the most | ed, that he was conscious of the weakness | due submission of an humble votary) Ushall 
absolute soveretzn over his subjeéts. Nev-/ of his client’s cause, and that it could no for once presume to advise them, not to 
er, for one moment, did he recede from’ otherwise be defended, than by being not level so many batteries against good sense 
IIe preserved understood. 


of his exclamation on ‘the Cross, ** Father cannot bear a single jest, or ludicrous ex- | gainst reason, 


brethren, bound on the same voyage, and, not only to his disciples, but to his mother | : 
to Pilate the Roman govern- | my of an hundred thousand men, entrench- holy scriptures, that the world may mis- 


/was not a direct or implied assertion of 
He said to his disciples, (Mat- | abroad make, when they cry out, fire, fire! 


‘* You will there find proved the duty of persecution and death, for his sake. What | _ 
It issome- else is the book of Acts, than a record of | lives, they are vastly numerous, and in 


And I say unto thee that thou art 


Dr. Paley’s 


| A speculation upon this head, and an 
The winds blow and inquiry into the causes of so prodigious a 
; it shail not’ fall, it | change, would be worthy the endeavors 
| Shall be founded on a rock. “So promises of the brightest wits and genius’s of our 
| your blessed Lord and Saviour, and so. age and country, who ‘undoubtedly must 
prays your affectionate Father.” be found amongst our own genuine cler- 
Joun Q. Apams, (gy. 1 have long wished to see a disserta- 
eon jfion upon this great and useful subject ; 
[ From the tndependent Whig.) and with the greatest humility propose to 
| The advantageous situation of the clergy,\the consideration of the lower house of 
strangely inconsistent with their common | convocation at their next (so much desir- 
ery of danger. ed) meeting,to give the World their thoughts 
| Virtue and innocence were created nak-| Upon it, in a second representation ot the 
ved and undisguised ; nor did our first Pa- | causes of vice and infidelity. In hopes to 
rents cover themselves till they had offen- | encourage them in so public an undertak- 
ded. Truth can never. sin, and therefore | ing, I intend before that happy day, to 
need not, and ought aot, ever to appear in! give them my poor assistance, and im some 
masquerade : She is most atid when | measure to alleviate their labors, by en- 
most uncovered; and appears truly majes- | deavoring to prove that no part of this mis- 
tic, and in greatest lustre, when disrobed | fortune ought to be laid at the door of the 
of all gaudy aud affected ornaments : her | laity. 
‘natural features want no varnish or color-| Indeetl, it would be unbecoming the 
ing, nor has she any need of dressers and | respect and reverence, which I have al- 
tire-women. Ways professed, and hope shall always pay 
| Knavery and deformity alone want daub- | to these reverend gentlemen, even to lint 
‘ing and disguise. Actors do not care that | at any thing so improbable as the contra- 
an,’ one should look into the tiring-room, ‘ry conjecture : for since human nature is 
nor jugglers or sharpers into their hands | always the same, W ho can entertain so ine 
or boxes ; whereas honesty and sincerity decent a thought of their designs, or have 
appear always barelaced, and shew them- isuch a contempt of their performances 
selves most in open day ; they scorn all 
indirect advantages, and borrowed helps, 
_but trust olone to their own native beauty 
and intrinsic strength ; the lon is never 





beat upon that hi 


as 
‘to imagine that mankind can grow worse 
|under the light of the gospel, in defiance 
| of their pious lives and examples ; of the 
numerous forms of public and private 
prayer; of their constant sermons, and 
godly exhortations ; of so many creeds, 
catechisms, systems, commentaries, and 
whole cart-loads of other ghostly geer, 
which the world is every day blessed with 
from the laborious endeavors of above a 
million of ecclesiastics, or more; who have 
always, and do still, cost the people more 
ithan their whole civil and military expence 
_puttogether ? Since thereforeywe may be 
sure that this great change and degenera- 
cy cannot be owing to any remaining de- 
fect among the laity, it may well be ex- 
pected from persons of their penetration 
and perspicuity, to let us into the true caus 
ses of so surprising a phenomenon. 

In the mean time, (though with all the 


1 confess, that I am not master enough 


nation, by turns, at the noisy clamours of 


Every stander-by would take it for grant- | 


This is, in point the case of and human reason,which are impregnably 
those who demand of all mankind to be. fortified and secure against the fiercest as- 
‘heard by the clock,& will yet hear no bods saults. A great philosopher tells us, wher 
y; who talk & rail by wholesale,whilst they reason ts against a mon, a man will be a- 
r I therefore much fear if 
_pression ; and who write volumes by the these my friends, and petrons, should con- 


He expressly declared himself te! yard themselves, and are in an uproar, tinue to hold forth and exert their elo- 
* and outrageous, at a single half-sheet of quence against private judgement, free- 


‘other people’s. | dom of inguiry, and a daily and diligent 
How absurd would it appear for an ar- search after a religious knowledge of the 


ed up to the ears, to call aloud tor the as- take their endeavors, and imagine that all 
| sistance of the constable and watch, to de- | these good things make against them; and 
‘fend their camp against the assaults and yet unfortunately they are in such repute, 
storms of highwaymen and housebreakers! that there are little hopes of depreciating 
+ Just such a request do the popish clergy or putting them out of countenance, 
Besides, I humbly conceive it to be im- 
help, help! when they demand the assist- politic upon other accounts too, It ap- 
jance of the secular power; and insist, that pears.te me to be very indiscreet im per- 
no sermons be preached, books printed, or sons mildiant, to endeavor to put an end to 
| harrangues eile. but their own, They a war, which for the most part puts an 
‘have already more advantages than trath end to themselves and their own pay. A 
‘an desire, and indeed enough to offend jovial country parson, once in a merry 
‘her modesty, and to make her ashamed mood, passing by a waggon which was o- 


in the of stubborn and inflexible resistance of | aud blush ; they are too well armed for a. verturned, told the carter, that he had kill- 


ed the devil ; to which the profane wretch 
replied, that he was glad of it with all his 
heart, becayse then, quoth Ralph, I have 
spoiled your trade. A word to the wise is 


| fair adversary, and yet are always com- 
| plaining of the shortness oftheir weapons; 


‘calling out for more help. Lee 

Besides the picty and example of their sufficient. 

‘ Methinks also, it should be doing too 
possession of great and various dignities, much credit to his Sutanic Majesty, to 
of immense revenues and dependencies ; suppose him more than a match for a mil- 

| ate all bred upto letters; have the predjud'- lion of consecrate d persons, with all their 

s of the people, the sole education of hierarchical powers, and, as they say, di- 


| ce 
assistances about them. 


‘youth, the fears as well as the favours of vine 
ithe fair sex on their side, and have the | 0 
|weekly opportunity of haranguing to the — Happy are the souls above who sce God 
| people upon their own usefulness and im-_ face to face, who behold the sacred Three 
portance : And they tell us too, that they in that divine light where objections and 
|have a sole right to the scripture prophe- darkness are banished forever, and the 
ley, that the gates of hetl shall not prevail shadows are fled away ! The noise of con- 
against them. |troversy and wrangling is never heard in 
Crowned heads always have thought it those regions ; but if it were possible tor 
their interest to keep measures with them; those happy inhabitants to differ in senti- 
| ministers of state are not able to trick suc- , ment, and controversy could ascend thith- 
‘cessively, and play the knave, without er, [am persuaded that it would be man- 
‘their leave and assistance : they take ad- aged without wrangling or noise. ~ The 
‘vantage, and make their market of all fac- gentleness and benevolence, the sweet se- 
‘tions and disturbances in states, and ap- | renity and candor, that adorn every spirit 
ply them to their own benefit: kuaves there, would reign through all their saered 
| shelter themselves under their protection ; reasonings, and wheresoever a mistake 
| hypoerites court and seem to admire them, | was found and rectified among those holy 
| and bigots and enthusiasts adore them.— disputants, the voice of joy and triumph 
Every event of life contributes to their in- would be heard on all sides at the bright 
‘terests: they christen; they educate ; and lovely appearance of truth, © that 
they marry ; they church ; they bury; they | the disputes of Christians on earth might 
| persuade ; they frighten; they govern | be carried on with the same heavenly can- 
‘and scarce any thing is done without them. dor, and might end in the same harmony 
Notwithstanding all this, they roar aloud, | and joy !—Dr. Walis. 
‘that they cannot keep their ground, but | —_— 
‘that contempt and infidelity pour in upon Slanderers——The worthiest people are 
them like an inundation. most injured by slanderers—as we usual- 
| It is very remarkable,that the first chris- ly find that to be the best fruit which the 
tians were not only destitite of all the be- birds have been pecking at.—Dean Swift. 
_forementioned advantages, but their ene- [Ff rich it is easy enough to conceal our 
‘mies enjoyed them. They themselves wealth, but if poor it is not quite so easy 
were persecuted and coniemned, buffeted, | 4, gonceal our poverty. We shall find it 
‘ridiculed. and ealumniated constantly in | ig. difficult to hide a thousand guineas 
‘books and libels, published by the great- | thon one hole in our coat.—Lacon. 
— philosophers and ep cae assent Covetous men need money least yet 
|world. Yet christianity every day spread) oo i i+ it—and prodigals, who needit, 
ade a wonderfal pro- eee 
least regard it.—Lavater. 
in an age or two, | > 7 y - 
driven from| We confess out faults in the plural, and 
eny them in the singular. 


gress ; insomuch that, 
| superstition and idolatry were 


7 \ 1 
a great part of the earth ld 





i. 


false,-we are sometimes represented as be- 
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Serpevs Repiections. Wedo not—we 


believe, that the great 


‘annot in our souls 
Creator of man who alone has given hima) 
being, who has surrounded him with so ma- 
ny blessings and with so much beauty, who, 
in innumerable instances, hes proved his good | 
intentions towards him, and who, in his own | 
time, takes from him Is breath and calls his | 
spirit hence to be here ro more,—we say, We | 
eannot,—and have’no idea that we ever shall, 
believe that thet Being will, in 
make his weak and perishing creatures for- 
ever miserable! The very thought is revolting | 


any event, 


‘ 


to every generous sentiment of a godlike | 


heart, and wonld, we are persuaded, be con- 


sidered sacrilegious were it not that, this} 
most burbarous notion had, for a ‘jong time, | 
maiutained a place in the creed of many, | 
And | 


yet, because we cannot in conscience so Vi0- | 


perhaps honest, but erring christians. 


Jate all our best convictions of truth,—be- 


cause we cannot so give up captive to a cru- | 


el theology the tenderest and most bene +c | 


lent sentiments of our hearts,—as to sub- 


| 


, scribe to that point, which every good being | 


in the universe, from the eternal Father him- 
self} down to the youngest saint in glory, 


' 


| 


must most heartily wish and desire to have 


ing without a true kuowkedge of christianity 
(merciful name,) and held up to the world as | 
Very well, if thus, for | 


the cause of the gracious Jesus, whose doc | 


treretics and knaves! 


trines were as benevolent as his heart, we are | 
to suffer reproach--be itso. We shall never 
value the good graces of bigcts so highly, as to | 
sacrifice our honesty for the sate of their | 


friendship. ‘Ulrose in olden time who believ- | 
ed und “trusted in God as the Saviour of all | 
men,” “suffered reproach” from the limita- 
riansof their times, and itis no more than | 
might be expected that persons of similar 
views vow should be turved out of syna- | 
gogues and clrircbes and held up to the) 


world asupsound inthe faith and enemies 


to religion. The past history of the church 


told us, when we embraced our sentiments, 
where to find the’ adversary and how he 
would attack us ; but that history told us al- 
su, that we should surely triumph at last.-- 
Thus far, we have great reason to bless God | 
jor the strength he has given to our fuith,wnd | 
for the success with which he has crowned | 
of truth... The re-| 
view of the past gives us encouragement for 


our labors in the cause 


the future, and incites us to greater persever- 
ence in the race.ou which we have entered. 

Ciod never can, consistently with hinsself, 
Jook in frowns upon those who maintain his 
benevolence ; nor with complacency, though 
be may with pity, upon such as through ig- 
norance of his character, call it in question 
and deny it. 

— 
DR. BEECHER AND MR. BEMAN’S 
CONVENTION ON REVIE ALS. 

Our readers have not forgotten, we pre- 
sume, the famous letter of Dr. Beecher of 
Boston addressed to Mr, Nettleton in the in- 
terior of New-York, published in this paper 
of the sixth of April last. They may not 
however know that, that letter produced not 
‘a little sehism in the orthodox ranks, and 
that, in order to have the difficulties settled, 
und certain rules agreed upon among the 
preachers of that sect for the better con- | 
ducting of revivels throughout the country, 
Dr. Beecher found itadvisable to call a Con- 
vention, of certain Presbyterian and Congre- 
gational ministers, to effect those objects. 
Such however was the fact. Itappears that 
in the early part of the past summer, Dr. 
Beecher of Boston and Mr. Beman of Troy, 
(N. Y.) wrote to twerity four orthodox preach- 
ers residing in diflerent parts of New-En- 
gland and New-York, inviting thei to meet 
in Convention in New-Lebanon, (Ccun.) on 
the 18th ef July last; and that, according to 
this invitation, twelve out of the twenty four, 
joined by six of seven uninvited ones, assem- 
bled at the time and place previously desig- 
nated, aud proceeded to the prosecution of 








the object for which the Convention was! asts, or disorganizers, as deranged or mad, | 
| {whether such charges are true or false, we | é 
The first sentiment that presents itself to | presume,] is impreper.” Passed almost nem. | done, 


«walled. 


the mind, ou turning our attention to that as- | 


sembly of mere fallible, but arrrogant and | 
jnfatuated men, is that of deep aud strong | 
abhorrence of the extraordinary purpose for 
which they had assembled, viz:—T7% teach 
the Hoxiy Svirit howe tt should proceed in limes 
of Revivals, and to regulate ils operations ac- 
cording to the contested votes of a majority of 
cighteen ! Will it be said, that this language 


is too strong, as applied to the real object of | 


the Convention ? that it did not professedly 
sit to teach the Holy Spirit, or to regulate its 
operations? Then we say the members 
knew not themselves what they were about, 
or What is the meaning of their own lan- 
guage. ‘They expressly declare that “ revi- 
vals of religion are the work of God’s Spirit ;” 
aud confess, that it was their grand object to 
“adopt measures to promote aud conduct revi- 
vals of religion.” What is this but a sacrile- 
gious attempt to commence, conduct,manage, 
contro] and regulate the “work of the spirit,” 
and to instruct it how it shall proceed in its 
operations: The language above used, it is 
true, appears glaring, but it describes a piece 


of most barefaced and impious impertinence, | 


and is no more than literally just, on the sup- 


position that the exrcitements, called revivals, | 


are as their crafiy authors pretend they are, 
“the work of God’s Spirit.” ‘There is no way 
in which the Conventign can get rid of the 
ebarge of desiguing tohake from the Holy 


Spirit its own appropriate work, and of pre- | 


sending to instruct it by votes how it may, 
und how it shall not, proceed iu its operations, 
hut by acknowledging, what is really the fact, 
that those “revivals” are the sole work of a 
certain number of artful, crafty and designing 


priests, got up entirely for the purpose of ad- | discretion and wickedness of man, do more | this report be correct or net I cannot teli 
' 


* 


' what is proper and what is improper, in re- | , 
; > 
ped. 


| . . 2 a 
ding to the numbers and numerical influence 


—they ean add nothing to the sense or real 
value of the sects which approbate them. | 
Let them adinit this and they will be exon- | 
orated from the charge above named—but as 
long as they pretend, that those revivals are | 
“the work of the Hoiy Spirit,” and yet pass | 
yotes and take measures to pet up, carry on 
and regulate that very “ work,” so long will 


they be obuoxious to the ‘complaint of pre- 
| tending to greater wisdotn than the divine 
Spirit possesses and of attempting to va 


trom it the regulation of its owa operations. 

But it appears thatthe Convention, thoug! 
it was pocked by Dr. Beecher and lis west- | 
ern coadjutor with a view, undoubtedly, to 
obtain from it a sanction of their notions of | 


vivals and also a justification of Dr. . 3s 


course Which had given offence to some of! 


his brethren, was not very well united in its | 


deliberations, and that most of the résolutions | 


| offered and votes taken were intended to cust | gust Convention. 
‘they amount ? : p 
| votes which were passed, it will be perceived | would have been taught to “ deny ungodli- | 
were intended by those who introduced the} ness, and every worldly lust, and to live 
resolutions, to censure the previous conduct | soberly, righteously and godly mn this pres- 


some personal reflections upon the individual 
members of cach of the tWo parties ifte 
which it was found the Convention had be- 
come divided. la some cases Dr. B. suceeed- 
ed in carrying bis points by obtaining vétes to 
reprimand, in tnsidious terms, Messrs, Pin- 
ney, Lansing, Atkin, &c. In others, Dr. B. 
got obliquely censured ia his turn-~particu- 


\larly for writing his fatnous Letter and for 


expressing in Convention some doubts as to 
the propriety of certain extravagauces in 
tines of revivals. 

We have not room in our paper for the in- 
sertion of all the minutes of this Conven- 
tion, as they would fill something like eight 
of ourcolumns. The minutes, it is true, are 
something of a curiosity, thougl to most of 
our readers the dry jouruals of propositious 
made, discussed, amended, withdrawn, or 
passed, interspersed in the mean tiine with 


'culls to prayer, for singing, for adjournments, 


dc. would not, we are persuaded, be aceept- 
able. We will however go over the account 
and select the final votes, &c. in order that 
they may see what is to be permitted and 
what reprehended in future in times of or- 
thodox revivals, 

ft appears that the Convention met on the 
Ieth of July last at the house ofa Mr. Betts 
iu New-Lebanon, and was organized by 
choosing Rev. Dr. H. Uumphrey, President 
of Amherst College, Moderator, and Rev. W. 
R. Weeks of Paris, N. Y. and Rey, H. Susith 
ot Camden, N. Y. Seribes. 

After attending to some preliminary busi- 
ness, such as voting that the orthodox people 
in town should “be requested to spend as 
much of their time as may be convenient, in 


special prayer for the divine blessing on the 
deliberations” of this august asseml/y, and 


passing sundry resolutions expressive of an 


“agreement on some particular points, prepar- 
jatury to the labors before theim,--Me, Ed- 


wards of Andover introduced the following 
proposition t 

“In social meetings of men and women, 
for religious worship, women are not to 
pray.” 

This solemn and important resolution was 
discussed, from Thursday unfil Friday after- 
woon, when on taking the vote there were 
found to be 9 yeas aud 9 declined voting— 
which was considered equivalent to a nega- 
tive. Aso decision was obtained by this 
vote, a proposition of an opposite import was 
cated up by Mr. Lansing, one of the Finney 
patty, in the following words: 

“There may be circumstances in which it 
may be proper for females to pray in the pres- 
ence of men.” Decided in the negative,8 yeas, 
1U declined voting. 

“ {tis improper for any person to appoint 
mnectings in the congregations of acKuowl- 
edged {orthodox} ministers of Christ, or to 
introduce any measures to promote or con- 


duct revivals of religion, without first havitig | 


obtained the «approbation of said [orthodox | 
ministers.” Yeas 13 

Many ministers have suffered a great loss 
by the practice which this vote censures,— 
Sowe transient persons have entered within 
their ®ettlement, and being more ingenious 
or suceessful, have succeeded in getting up 
revivals, securing tlre afleetions of the peuple 
and tinatly turning out the settled ministers 
and obtaining ther places for themselves !— 
This vote was intended to preserve the living 
ef the settled preacher against the ambition 
of others seeking better fortunes, 

“The calling of persons by name in public 
prayer ought to be carefully avoided.”—-Pass- 
ed. 

“ The calling of persons by name in social 
prayer oughtto be carefully avotded.”"—8 yeus 
9) dee, 

“Andible groaning in prayer, is, in all or- 
dinary cases to be discouraged ; aml violent 
gestures, and boisterous tones, in the same 
exercise, are improper.’ Yeas Ud. 

“Speaking against [orthodox] ministers 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, in regular stubding, 
as cold, stupid, or dead, as unconverted, or 
enemies to revivals, as heretics or enthusi- 


con. 

“* Language adapted to irritate, on account 
of its manifest personality, such as describing 
the character, designating the place, or any 
thing which will point out ab individual or 
| individuals before the assembly, as sulijects 
| of invidious remark, isin public prayer and 
| preaching, to be avoided.’ After a consid- 
erable discussion, this proposition passed, 
Yens, 12. 

“To state things which ane not true, 
or not supported by évidence, for the purpose 
of awakening siniers, or to represent their 
condition as more hopelesa than it really ts, is 
wrong!” Strange to tell, this resolution pas: 
sed, 


“In promoting and conducting revivals o 








“s 
Voted unanimously. 
|} ™ No measures should be adopted in pro- 


| moting and conducting revivals of religion | 


| which those who adopt them are unwilling to 
| have published, or which are not proper to be 
published tothe world! !1” Passed. 
« As iuman instrumentality must be em- 
| ployed in prometing revivals of religion, 
some things undesirable may be expected to 
jaccompany them; and as these things are 
often proclaimed abroad and magnified, great 
caution should be exercised iu listening to 
unfavorable reports. Yeas 1. 
“Although revivals of religion may be so im- 
| properly conducted as to be attended with dis- 
| astrous consequences to the church and the 
| souls of men,’ &c. Yeas 1. 
“ Attempls to remedy evils existing in revi- 
vals of religion may, through the infirmity, in- 


‘ 


ad 


for it is some time since you have been at) 
home, so that I might converse with you | 
upon these things. But such reports can- 
not but excite a mother’s feelings who de- 
sires the prosperty and happiness of her 
children. As you do nat come to sce me, 


injury and ruin more souls, than those evils 
which such attempts are inteuded tu correct. 
Yeas 9. Nays &. This was intended as ao 
reprimand on Dr. Beecher ior “ attempting 
to remedy the evils existing” in the late revi- 
val at Troy. Dr. B. of course did not vote 
in the affirnrative on this prope: Is i 
bade by vriting of letters to iudividuals in, ; ; 
the tapers a ecknowtedged [ertho- and see you, my anxiety for you has com-| 
dox} ministers, or circulating #etters that have | peHed me to write this letter, which I beg 
been written by others, complaining of meas- | of you to read with calmness and compo- | 
ures which may bave been employed 11 re-' sure,from your own mother, 
vivals of religion &c.—ought to gad I know of no event that would give me 
avoided.” Passed. Yeas 9. ‘This was, it) , ' = it © “gg 
sevins, another reprimand on Dr. Beecher for | more joy, than your reformation. is | 
writing bis famous letter to Netileton. | what my heart has long desired, and What 
“Evening meetings continued to an un- | have most earnestly prayed for, of my 
seasonable hour ouglt to be studiously avoid- | God and vour God, of my Father aiid your 
Passed. | Father. “I have long been convinced that | 
‘Thus, after eight tong days of taborious, |your heart had néver been baptized into, 
prayerful and grave deliberation, the world | sing aba spirit of God’s universal ohana 
is informed of the mighty doings of this au- | re hich d 2 . Keld : 1| 
But to what, after all, do | and saly ation,to Ww uch doctrine you yieides 
Nine tenths, if not all of the | your assent; for had that been the case, you 


i 
} 
) 
| 





yams ea ri wt? m chcuves + 





and as it is not convenient for me to go} your mvuther loves you as well, and 


‘advise you-not to join the church no 


{ can hardly believe, because You dic. 

old, and have had too much €Xperien, Y 
come to such a resolution so hastily. to 
less you are under the influence aed é Un 
tion of others; or of intempe ig 


rate e 
ment, 


: ; =" vo XCite. 
Now, my son, if You believe y. 


e ty 


‘ is ; 
anxious for your happiness and futo, 
ur 


prosperity, as the ministers and people 

whom you are exhorted and advises th 
will listen to ‘my advice with sen.) 
childlike attention. Then, my dear ,. 
the affection and solicitude of a moti yy 


JUS ai? 


r 


ler 


Dont think that I wish to preveut yoy fi 
doing your duty : no, my child, f ws). , 
prevent your doing work jor repentan a 
I do not wish you to neglect your dut 
but { wish you to do it with christian ,,; 
eration. It is but about two weeks ., 
you were first “struck under conyicti, 
as it is called ; and if I am correetly j 


’ 


tion,’ 


in relation to revivals, of the iidividuals,who 
made up the two embittered aud jealous par- 
ties that were present. he some cases the | 
Beecher party, who called and selected the 
convention, carried their points and obtain- 
ed votes to condeiin the outrageous practices 
of Finuey & Co. iu the late Oneida and Troy 
Revivals. tu others, the Finney party suc- 
ceeded wm reprimanding the interference of 
Beecher; and thes, after having criminated 
each other about equally, amidst their own 
prayers andthe prayers of the good people 
of New Lebanon, the convention adjourn- 
ed, published its proceedings and gave to the 
world the concentrated wisdom of eighteen 
divines on the subject of revivals of reli- 
gion, 

They have voted, to sm ap the whole and 
to embrace their most important doings in a 
few words,—That females are not to pray in 
the presence of men,—That, it is improper 
for a preacher to attempt to get up a revival 


{ within the congregation of any setiled ortho- 


dox minister, without obtaining the consent 
of the latter, acting under his direction and 
giving to hing all the gains,— That, the cail- 
ing of persons by name in public prayer 
ought to be avoided, but that this practice 
may be allowed in social prayer,——That, 
grunting, groaning, viplent gestures, boister- 
ous tones in the same exercise, are iuprop- 
er,—That, no person is to be permitted to 
speak against an orthodox minister or sus- 
pect him of being “ unconverted,” * mad,” 
&e.--That, the practice, which is a very 
common one, of “stating things whith are 
not true,” for the purpose of awakening sin- 
ners, is wrong,--That, the practice of con- 
uiving at ackvowledged errors in times of re- 
vivals, is unsate,--That, the practice of adopt- 
ing measures to conduct revivals, which they 





ent world.” 


It would have been your meat and your 
drink to do the will of your Father in keav- 
en; you would have loved and obeyed 
God, because he first loved you. But I 
am told that your attention is now turned 
to things of religion—that you are serious- 
ly concerned about yonr future state.— 
‘This gladdens my heart, because I hope it 
will end in your conversion to holiness ahd 
happiness. But, here you are in danger 
of making a great mistake : I mean about 
religion. My own experience and obser- 
yation have convinced me that a great deal 
of that which passes in the world for reli- 
gion, is ag destitute of the pure principles 
of the religion of Christ and the Aposties, 
as the wild beast is destitute of the inno- 
cent, mild, and lovely temper of the Lamb. 
Dont start, my child ; depend upon it, this 
is true : and as your mind is said to be 
turned to the concerns of religion, let your 
Mother caution you against embracing the 
religion of man for the religion of Christ. 
I want you to have religion, but, my dear 
child, I want it to be the religion of the 
Lamb of God of which you may never be 
ashamed. Then, what doth the Lord re- 
quire of yoh ? I do not ask what man re- 
quires of you ; but what does the Lord re- 
quire of you ? Does he require you to be- 
lieve that he is your enemy—that he hates 
you ? Does he require you to believe that 
he is capable of being infinitely cruel to 
any of the works of his hands ? Does he 
require you to believe that he will inflict 


are ashamed to have published, is wot cor- | punishment upon his own offspring with- 
rect,--That, people abroad should believe Do | gut any design to do them good ? No, my 
unfavorable reports circulated concerning | gon he aad ab These ate man’s £e- 
the orthodox,--That, revivals of religion, if}? i ee The Al 


| quirements,—not the Lord’s. 
not conducted properly, may be attended with | wv 4 iP “ey ; 
; : /mighty requires you to believe that he is 


| formed, the excitement you have exper, 
enced has been of a most violent ¢] 
ter, even Verging upon insanity ! 

my son, pause a moment, and reflect 
ask yourself whether it be not possily!e he 
the agonizing excitement through whic 
you have passed, and the exstacy of jo 
with which you are now elated, do jy, 
bear more of the charatteristics of per 
turbed, animal passions, and flights of 4), 
imagination, than of the calm and deli... 
ate operation of reason and the understan 
ing. This may be the case, and therefy:, 
Ladvis® you to “ let your moderation 
known”? by not joming the chureh =. 
And that you may be assured thai this ad. 
vice is Hot the cflect of prejudice agains 
what you may have deem persuaded ,, 
frighiened to believe, I will assign cor, 
further reasons for giving it. a. 

1. If the excitement you have exper. 
enced has not been the result of seri ys, 
serene and calm reflection, but ofa ditiy. 
ent cast, dnd fol are induced to make y 
public profession for fear of the woe co; e. 
ternal torments, there is but little ground 
for you to expect to hold fust your proj: 
sion long. If that fear should. subside 
through the security you may feel whey 
within the pale of the chirch, it will be 
next toa miracle if you do not relapse into 
a cold, careless and siiiful state, and |x 
thrust out of the church with more fury 
than you were taken in ; thus bringing « 
stain upon your character ; and upon tix 
church, the stigma of rastiness, beth in vou 
reception and expulsion. 

2. If the faith you may now profess be 
not the result of unprejudiced, prayeriu|, 
and careful study of the scriptures, with- 
out the bias of human creeds or interested 
pretended friends : but ifit be a somthing 
of which you lay hold to avert an imagin- 


ia Tac 
N OW, 


> ane 


disastrous consequences,-—That, attempts 
made to remedy existing evils in revivals, 





ing of improper management in conducting 
a revival, should be repréhended ; and That 
people should uot stay uuseasonably at eve- 
hig meetings. 

| ‘There is great wisdom in all this mo doubt; 
| butsueh is our mistortune we are unable to 
discover it. We have not, we confess, ever 
seen any thing that more fully convineed us, 
that there is not a hair's breadth between 


found in reading the minutes of this New 
Lebanon convention. 

We must ask the indulgence of our read- 
ers for having detained them so long on this 
subject. Jtis possible that their curiosity 
may be gratified by the porusal of the facts 
above named ; but that they will see much 
in them to approve, we do not expect. 

The perusal of the account, however, im- 
presses ove idea most indelibly upon every 
thinking mind, and thatis-+‘That those pas- 
sionute excitements originating infalse terrors 
which are commonly called revivals of reli- 
gion, are well enough understood, even by 
the authors of them, to be the mere result of 
human artifice and clerical management. 





ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS. 

Weare informed by our much respected 
friend, who bas done us the favor to forward 
the following interesting Letter for publica- 
(tion; that it was written by a Very respecta- 
| ble lady, who, not long sinte, “ was exclu- 
ded from the Baptist church for the unpar- 
|donable sin of believing that ‘God wit. 
‘have all men to be saved,’ and for praying 


in the full assurance of faith,— Thy wit be 





In the expectation of excommunica- 


| tion, she addressed a letter to the church, re- 


the sublime and the ridiculous, than we have | 


| 





| 
| 
| 


your friend—that he loves you ; and that 


may do more injury than good,—That, the | neither “ death, nor life, nor angels, nor 
writing aud Circulating of letters complain-} principalities, nor powers, nor things pres- 


ent, nor things to sme; nor heighth, nor 
depth, nor any other creature” shall sepa- 
rate you from his love He requires you 
to believe that “God is love,” and of 
course incapable of being unmerciful to 
iny of his creatures. He requires you to 
believe that he will not inflict punishment 
without designing the good of the punish- 
éd—that “ whom he loveth,he chasteneth,” 
and that he does not do it for his own 
pleasure, ‘ but for our profit, that we may 
be partakers of his holiness.” Further- 
more, the Lord requires you to “ do just- 
ly, love merey, and walk hum) ly with your 
God.”’ But,here be very careful. The 
lord does not require you to do these 
things to avoid his wrath, or punishment 
in another world—those who attempt to do 
these things from such motives, may be 
very wicked at heart, while they may ap- 
pear outwardly unto men to be righteous. 
But the Lord requires you to “ do justly, 
love mercy, and walk humbly with him,” 
because you love him. Such service will 
be the filial, sincere service of the heart. 
The Lord requires you to “ do his wiil on 
the earth, as itis done in heaven.”’ And, 
my son, those who are in heaven do not 
do the will of God under the fear of end- 
less niisery ; but because they are filled 
with love to God. Then be careful my 
child, and dotit be frightened into an at- 
tempt to obey God for fear he will injure 
you ; for such service will not be pleasing 
to God, nor coniforting or profitable 
to yourself,—it is not religion, 'Puré 
and undetiled religion is this, to visit the 
fatherless and widows in their afflictions, 





juesting a dismission: but she was delivered | 


and to keep unspotted from the world.”— 
To obey God for fear of the flathes of an 


religion, itis unsafe, and of a dangerous ten- | a % ‘ . : 
dency to connive at acknowledged errors,” &c. | man regarded the adinonitions of his faithtul, that the religion of Christ _and the Apos- | presented to fallible beings ; 

f is not a_ , 
‘and ambition exert a powerful 


. ! 
over to s¢ efore tle letter had a hearing | . . 
satan. b . aga bearings! imaginary hell, prdVes that we have not| 


| 


| by the charch as.a body.” the love of God shied abroad in our hearts, | 


Knowing how to 
change,” as it is called, in another town, and | sin. 
who was on the point of being put under the | have such a siain within. The Apostle. 
yoke from whieh she had just happily keen | Paul said lie was “not ashamed ot the gos- | 
’ . pel of Christ, because it was the power of’ 
God unto salvation.” 
. ; ; . | exhibition of that loving kindaess, tender 
if possible, from the errors and servitude in- merey, and goodness of God which lead-| 
to which, she was informed certain clerical eth (not driveth) men to repentance and | 


delivered, she felt it her duty to-give him her | 
solemn maternal advice, in order to save 4m 





: _ : . : ; ‘ . 4 , > erieials 
p| managers were about to lead him. The Let-| salvation from sin, ignominy and moral’ consider it as a matter of ver) ore 


ter had its desired eflect. The young man death. Hence, my deat child, you see 
'tles,—the religion of the Bible, 
short time became a sincere believer in “ the } setigion of fear, but a religion that works 
, pl , by love and purifies the lieart ;” it is cal- 
grace of God that bringeth salvation to all’ cujated to take ‘the stain of sin away,— 
nen.” ‘keep us “ unspotted from the world,” and 
produce that filial and hearty obedience 
which is both ‘ meat and drink.” This, 
, April —, 1827. | my dear son, is the religion I want you to 
| My Dran Cuttp :-— | possess ; a religion which will be accepta- 
I have been informed that there has ble to God ; comforting and profitable to 
been and perhaps now is in B., what is yourself; lovely in its nature and opera- 
generally called a “ religious awaketiing”’| tion ; conquering and destructive to sin ; 
or “ revival ;” and that many of the young charming and attractive to man ; which 
| people have been filled with agony and al- will never be a burden; with which you 
| most despair, concerning their future and will never wish to part ; and of which you 
‘eternal welfare. Of this number, I have will never be ashamed. ; 
been informed you are one. Whether, But, my son, I have been told that you 
are going td join the church in B. This 


| . . . . 
| mother,——paused for consideration, and in a 


[ For the Christian Intelligencer. } 
LETTER FROM A MOTHER TO HER SON, 





That is, it was an! 


ed calamity; it may not, and probably will 
not be long, before an honest conscience 
will compel you to renounce it as. unscriy- 
tural and false, And then, O my child, 
what comés next?—the awlul frown of tle 
church, and the anathema of excomrnu- 
cation! Or perhaps the tear of such a)- 
parent evils may mduce you to :concei 
your convictions of error, stifle the clai- 
ors of an acéusing conscience, and tus 
live and die a slave td the most uafee.y 
master—consummate hypocrisy. ©, 10 
dear J——, Heaven forbid that this shou! 
be vour miserable lot, Then listen to you! 
Mother’s advice, and don’t act preciprate- 
ly, but flee from the buzz of ‘ busy bod- 
ies,” and the whirlwind of fanaticism; 
take the Bible in one hand and reason 1 
the other, and go to the throne of divin 
grace, and depetid upon it, God will lea! 
you into his truth, in believing which ther 
is great peace, ant in obeying which ther 
is great reward. Then you will be pic 
pared to act undetstandingly, live virtuol~ 
ly, and die triumphantly, which is the ov 
vout prayer of your affectionate Mother 
—_—>.- 

For the Christian Intelligencer. 

A DISCOURSE ON ROM, XIV.—!' 
** Let not your good be evil spoken of.” 
BY EDWARD TURNER. 

These words are capable of the follow 
| ing amplificition: ‘ you profess — 
| subjection to Jesus Christ, and your ate 
| rence to the laws and precepts of his kins 
dom ; you should remem er, that your 
| 





ligion in not a monopoly ; it is not desig 
ed for your own exclusive beneiit. 1¢ 
your attention to religious concerns be dl 
‘such a character as shall give the gos?" 
a good name ; and be careful, that by m 
| weakness, irregularity or infatuation, )™ 
| furnish occasion of approach to the wort) 
name by which you are called.” 

It is an unhappy circumstance 


in human 


wel +i , . ttaly 6 . , * ® ° | > : “ith @¢ 
feel for her sony who had kitely “met with | hut that we are all the time in love with} practice, and frequently mingling ¥" 
i And ate we “ unspotted” while we! vangelical duty, that the best things? 


this b 


come perverted ; and, that when ts ' 
the case they are as much worse than of 
dinary things, as before they were bel? : 
The reason of this arises from the x * 
tude and importance of the subject. a 
religion of Christ furnishes @ monortig 
commonly ample ; nor is it poset i 7 


t 1s 


Wie 


Yet this subjec 

it is addre® 
: prejucie® 
fluenct » 
lerably ¥ 
not the 
. “ 6) 


of no consequence. 
ed to men, over whom passion, 


and even when they are to 
grounded in its truths, they are RW . 
fore exempt from the exercise ot ‘a4 
tions, which are in direct oppostt©? i 
}mind of Christ. It is to persel® 4 , (o 
description that the text 1s SE eed ‘oid 
it is with them, that the evil alia ” shat 
_supposed to originate. Men, el ke 
acters are notoriously wicked, se “(esi 
‘ceive any ; neither having, Df Py you! 
to have religion, they cannot deep.) eit 
its cause, net materially affect its eS sgt 
But when a christian, in name a 

| tion, does those things which ag ap 
pervert the spirit, and weaken poo 
‘ence of his religion, he gives “4 
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